Naturally occurring apicomplexan acute interstitial pneumonitis in thick-billed parrots (Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha).
This report describes acute interstitial pneumonitis due to an apicomplexan parasite with schizogony in endothelial cells of pulmonary vessels accompanied by early and metrocyte stages of sarcocysts in the heart of a thick-billed parrot (Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha). The pattern of this disease is similar to that of the acute phase (approximately 10-15 days postinoculation) of experimental infections of budgerigars, Melopsittacus undulatus, with high doses of sporocysts of Sarcocystis falcatula.